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«aiscl  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  information 
and  consideration  a  Report  on  the  Health  and  Health  Services 
of  Osgold cross  during  the  year  1956, 


The  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
dealing  with  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Rural  District, 
Housing  and  the  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Pood  Supplies, 
is  complementary  to  this  Report. 


For  your  information  certain  details  of  the  personal 
health  services  administered  by  the  County  Council  are  included. 
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Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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PART  ONE  _ 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS . 


Area  of  the  District:  33,954  acres. 

Registrar-General's  estimate  of  population:  7?800 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1956:  2,439 

Rateable  value  at  end  of  1956:  £51,542. 

Product  of  a  penny  rate  (at  31st  December,  1956)  £20 5.  19, 

These  figures  show  a  population  increase  of  10. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

(The  figures  in  brackets  are  the  corresponding  ones  for  1955). 
BIRTHS. 


Live  Births. 

M; 

ale . 

Pemale . 

Total . 

Legitimate 

53 

(54) 

51 

(64) 

104  (118) 

Illegitimate 

2 

(  2) 

1 

U  ) 

3  (  2) 

Total 

55 

(56) 

52 

( 64) 

107  (120) 

Birth  rate  per 

1,000  e 

stimated 

population: 

13.7  (15.4) 

Still  Births. 

Male . 

Pemale . 

j-U  u  cX—  0 

Legitimate. 

2 

(2) 

1 

(2) 

3  u) 

Illegitimate. 

1 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

1  (-) 

Total 

3 

(2) 

1 

(2) 

4  (4) 

Rate  per  1,000 

(live  and  still) 

births: 

36.0  (32.3) 

Rate  per  1,000 

estimat 

ed  population: 

.  51  (  .51) 

DEATHS. 

M; 

ale . 

Pemale . 

Total. 

All  Age  Croups.  37  (37)  34  (31)  71  (68) 


Infants  under  1  yr. 

Male.- 

Pemale . 

Total. 

Legitimate 

2  (1) 

-  (1) 

2  (2) 

Illegitimate. 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

Maternal  Deaths.  NIL  ( NIL ) 

Death  Rates. 


General  rate  per  1,000  population 
Ail  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births 

Maternal  Deaths 


9.1  (8.7) 
18.7  (16.7) 
19.23(16.95) 

NIL  (NIL) 

NIL  (NIL) 


The  number  of  births  has  decreased  by  13  as  compared 
with  last  year,  and  the  birth  rate  has  decreased  accordingly. 
Deaths  have  increased  by  three  during  the  same  period. 


2 


graph  showing  age  at  death. 

No.  of  deaths. 


The  principal  causes  of  death  are  set  out  in  the  following  Table, 

TABLE  1. 


Cause  of  Death 


■Male 


female 


~T 


Malignant  Neoplasm  Stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm  Lung  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm  Breast 
Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 
Diabetes 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 
Coronary  Disease  Angina 
Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 
Other  Heart  Disease 
ether  Circulatory  Disease 
Influenza 
Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 

ether. Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 
lastritis  Enteritis  &  Diarrhoea 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate, 
ether  defined  &  ill-defined  Diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
ill  other  accidents 


1 

2 

1 

4 

5 
1 
2 
2 
1 
3 

a 

r 

l 

1 

2 
5 
1 
1 


37 


1 

1 

1 

5 

4 

3 
1 

4 

1 

1 

5 


7 


Total. 


34 


1 

2 

1 

7 
1 

8 
8 
2 
6 

3 
1 

4 
9 
1 
1 
2 

12 

1 

1 


71 
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There  wore  two  infant  deaths  during  the  year,  both  were  due 
to  prematurity  and  occurred  in  hospital. 

Comparison  of  1956  statistics  with  those  of  1955.  1954  195} 

and  1952.  ? 


Live  Births 
Population 
Birth  Bate 
Death  Rate 
Infant  Death 
Rate 


1956. 

1955. 

1954. 

1953. 

1952 

107 

120 

109 

127 

119 

7800 

7790 

7760 

7758 

7724 

I  j.  7 

15.4 

14.0 

16. 4 

15.4 

9.1 

8.7 

8.9 

9.8 

10.2 

18.7 

16.7 

18.3 

23.6 

25.2 

PART  TWO 


PREVALENCE  OP  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES. 


Ths  following  Table  shows  the  prevalence  of  infectious 
diseases  throughout  the  year  (other  than  Tuberculosis). 

1  ABLE  11. 


L  i  Jan/’ 

Disease.  f  Mar. 

j - - - - - - 

Apl/ 
.  Jun 

July/';  Oct 

[ Sept. j  Dec . 

1  J 

1 

Total  ■  Deaths 

No.  of  cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

i 

[Scarlet  Fever.  |  4 

]r- - U 

4  , 

- - - * 

5 

— 

- — - — - — -f  ■■■  ■  ■  ■ 

13  !  Nil 

11 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

— 

29 

_ 

19 

15 

65  j  " 

1 

(Measles 

h  -1 

5 

2 

8  i 

r 

6 

34 

29 

17 

86  Nil 

i 

12 

Diphtheria. 

No  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  during  the  year. 
Immunisation. 


During 
between ' the 


1956,  56  children  under  the  ago  of  five  years, 
ages  of  5  and  15  years  received  a  full  course  of 
immunisation  against  the  disease.  In  addition  20 
a  reinforcing  injection. 


and  2 
primary 
children  received 
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COMPARISON  OF  0SG0LDCR0S3  VITAL  STATISTICS  WITH  OTHER  WEST 
RIDING  RURAL  DISTRICTS,  THE  WESQTR IDING  ADI.IINlSTR.-T I VE '  COUNTY 
AND  ENGLAND  AH)  WaEES.  "  ~ 


Osgold- 

cross 

Rural 

District 

Aggregate 
West  Rid¬ 
ing  Rural 
Districts 

f  West 
Riding 
Admin. 
i  C  o  un  ty 

England  & 

Wales  (pro¬ 
visional 
figures ) 

BIRTH  RATE 

(per  1,000  estimated 

population) , 

13.7 

17.7 

i 

i  16.4 

1 

15.7 

DEATH  RATE 

(per  1,000  estimated 

population  ) 

All  Causes 

t 

9.1 

9.8 

i 

i 

11.8 

11.7 

Infective  and  Para  Dis. 
[oxcl.Iub.but  incl. 
pyph.amd  other  V.D. 

i 

L- 

0.06 

;  0.07 

?* 

'Tuberculosis 

Respiratory 

■ 

0.12 

0.11 

0.11 

Tuberulosis 

Other 
j - - 

— 

0.02 

0.02 

* 

l — I 

O 

o 

Tubereulo  sis 

All  Forms 

— 

0.14 

0.13 

0.12 

Cancer 

1.41 

1.50 

1.89 

2.08 

"Vascular  Lesions  of 
the  Nervous  System 

1.03 

1.  36 

1.86 

* 

yHeart  and  Circulatory 

2.44 

3.71 

4.47 

* 

Respiratory  Diseases 

1.92 

1.07 

1.29 

[Maternal  Mortality  j 

)(por  1,000  live  and 
[still  births) 

4  -  -  - — * — — -  ... .  ..  -  - — 

— 

1.12 

0.52 

0.56 

[Infant  Mortality 

18.7 

30.0 

27.1  ; 

23.8 

[Still  Births 
[(per  1,000  live  and 
■still  births) 

36.0 

22.2 

23.1  ! 

23.0 

n 

! 

1 

1 

✓ 

'  t 

l 

r 

i 


*  figures  not  available. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  following  Table  summarises  particulars  contained 
in  the  Register  of  tuberculous  persons, 

TABLE  111, 


No.  of  cases  in 

Respiratory  ! 

Non-Re spiratory 

Register. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

Total. 

At  the  commencement 
of  1956. 

23 

17 

3 

| 

i 

j 

;  5 

48 

Notified  during  1956 

1 

1  ! 

— 

1  - 

} 

2 

Inward  Transfer 

2 

1  1 

1 

— 

! 

! 

i 

3 

Removed  during  1956 

1  ! 

2  i 

— 

t 

i 

I 

3 

At  the  end  of  1956 

25  1  17  j 

3 

i  5 

50 

i  v  ! 

•  1 

1 

4 _ _ — — ~ 

National  Assistance  Act  -  Section  47. 


It  was  necessary  to  remove  one  person,  am  old  man, 
compulsorily  to  hospital  as  being  in  urgent  need  of  care 
and  attention.  His  medical  condition  improved  considerably 
after  treatment,  and  he  was  transferred  to  a  County  Welfare 
Home  voluntarily  where  he  has  settled  down  quite  happily . 
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R.L.  Copestake. 

Mi  s  s 

E.  Lumley. 

Miss 

A. 

Elsley. 

Mrs. 

A.  Moiser. 

Mrs. 
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INTRODUCTION 


In  this  section  is  given  a  brief  account  of  the  services 
provided  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council  as  a  whole, 
under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Services  Act. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 
Births 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  Divisional 
area  during  1956  was  1073  (533  males  and  540  females),  an 
increase  of  58  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  CRUDE  BIRTH  RATE,  18.7  per  thousand  of  the  estimated 
population  compared  with  17.8  for  the  previous  year  was  well 
above  the  West  Riding  Administrative  County  rate  of  16.4  and 
the  England  and  'Wales  birth  rate  of  15.7. 

Deaths 


The  deaths  assigned  to  the  Divisional  area  after 
correction  for  transfers  were  539  (301  males  and  238  females), 
an  increase  of  10  compared  with  1955. 

The  CRUDE  DEATH  RATE  from  all  causes  was  9-4  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  population  as  compared  with  9.3  for  the 
previous  year.  Here  again  the  death  rate  compares  favourably 
with  that  for  the  West  Riding  Administrative  Area  which  is 
11.8  and  for  England  and  Wales  11.7. 

Infant  Mortality 

In  1956  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 
numbered  24,  a  decrease  of  six  compared  with  the  previous 
year.  The  infant  mortality  rate  was  22.4  as  against  22.8 
in  the  previous  year. 


Maternal  Mortality 

There  was  one  maternal  death  in  the  Divisional  area 
during  the  year. 


MIDWIBERY  AND  MATERNITY  SERVICES 
Do  mi c i 1 i ary  Mi d  wif  e  ry 

Of  the  1083  notified  live  births,  541  were  delivered 
by  domiciliary  midwives,  the  private  doctors  being  present 
in  57  of  these  cases. 

Notifications 

The  following  notifications  were  received  from 
midwives  practicing  in  the  divisions 


Death  of  Child  4 
Still  Births  8 
Artificial  Feeding  88 
Liability  to  be  a  1 


Source  of  Infection 

Medical  Assistance 

Medical  aid  notices  sent  in  by  midwives  during  1956 
numbered  111,  all  of  these  being  domiciliary. 


Gas  and  Air  Analgesia 

All  the  domiciliary  midwives  held  the  certificate  in 
g as  and  air  analgesia  administration  and  were  equipped 
with  the  necessary  apparatus* 

Gas  and  air  analgesia  only  was  given  in  57  cases. 
Pethidine  only  was  given  in  106  cases,  and  gas  and  air 
and  pethidine  was  given  in  278  cases. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics 

There  are  four  Ante-Natal  Clinics  in  the  division  which 
are  held  at  Pontefract,  Featherstone ,  Knottingley  and 
Ferrybridge ,  and  during  the  year  523 'patients  attended,  of 
which  455  were  new  patients.  The  total  number  of  attendances 
was  2990. 

At  all  of  these  clinics  post-natal  examinations  are 
carried  out  and  173  patients  were  examined  post-natally 
during  the  year. 


Relaxation  Classes. 


Relaxation  classes  for  expectant  mothers  are  held  at 
the  Pontefract,  Featherstone  and  Knottingley  Clinics. 

These  have  continued  to  be  well  attended  and  the 
number  of  attendances  at  these  clinics  during  the  year 
was  603. 


Institutional  Midwifery 

Patients  from  this  division  are  admitted  either  to 
the  Castleford  Maternity  Home  or  to  the  Soutbrnoor  Maternity 
Unit,  Hemsworth. 

No  difficulty  has  been  experienced  regarding  maternity 
accommodation,  although  it  has  not  always  been  possible  to 
secure  admission  to  the  hospital  of  the  patient's  choice. 

Due  to  travelling  difficulties  there  is  a  preference  for  the 
Castleford  Maternity  Home,  although  our  allocation  of  beds 
is  much  smaller  than  at  Southmoor. 

CHILD  WELFARE 


In  this  division.  Infant  Welfare  sessions  are  held 
at  seven  fixed  premises.  The  Pontefract,  Featherstone  and 
Knottingley  Clinics  are  County  owned  premises,  whilst  the 
ones  at  Carleton,  Ferrybridge,  Streethouse  and  Beal  are 
held  in  hired  premises. 

In  August  of  this  year  the  County  Council  brought 
into  operation  a  mobile  clinic  which  visits  four  parishes 
hitherto  without  Child  Welfare  services  in  the  Osgold cross 
Rural  District.  These  have  proved  very  popular. 


The  following  proprietary  preparations  were 
available  at  cost  price  to  all  women  attending  the 
clinics; 


Ostermilk 

Trufood 

Cow  &  Gate 

Ovaltine 

Glucose  1 D ' 

Horlicks 

Mina d ex 

Lactagol 

Bemax 

Cerex 

Trufood  Cereal 


Virol 
Mai to line 
Farex 

Scott s  Twin  Pack 

Robinson's  Groats 

Robinson's  Patent  Barley 

Colact 

Robrex 

Robsoup 

Bovril  Weaning  Food 
Roboleine 


The  following  were  distributed  free  of  charge %- 


I.C.D.  Tablets  Ferrous  Sulphate  Tablets 
Viteolin  Tablets  A  &  D  Liquid. 

Vitamin  ' C'  Lactation  Tablets. 


I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  ladies  -of  the 
Voluntary  Committees  at  the  clinics  for  all  the  work 
they  have  done  during  the  year. 

Premature  Babies 

During  the  year  81  babies  weighing  lbs.  or  less 
were  born  in  hospitals  or  nursing  homes  to  mothers  normally 
resident  in  the  division  and  21  were  born  at  home* 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

Medical  Inspections. 

The  periodic  medical  examination  of  the  four  age 
groups,  i.e.  entrants  (5  years  +)  second  age  group  (j  years  +) 
intermediates  (10  years  +)  and  leavers  (14  years  +)  contirmeri 
throughout  the  year  at  the  54  schools  in  the  division. 

Re-examinations  of  children  who  at  previous  periodic  or 
special  examinations  had  been  found  to  have  defects,  were 
made  at  each  school  medical  inspection.  During  the  year 
3,414  periodic  inspections  were  carried  out.  In  addition 
1,731  special  inspections  and  re-examinations  were  made. 

When  it  is  considered  that  the  school  population  is  10,000 
it  will  be  realised  over  half  of  all  children  at  school 
were  examined  at  one  time  or  another  during  the  year. 

General  Condition  of  Children 

All  pupils  at  routine  medical  inspections  are  classified 
as  to  their  general  condition  at  the  time  of  examination  and 
89*95^  were  classified  as  satisfactory  and  only  10.05/* 
as  unsatisfactory. 


Uncleanliness 

During  the  year  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses 
me.de  21,126  examinations  of  children  in  schools.  Of  these 
591  individual  children  were  found  to  bo  infested. 


SPECIAL  CLINICS 


Ophthalmic  Clinics. 

Mr.  S.K,  Sledge  holds  one  session  per  week  at  the 
Pontefract  Clinic  at  which  children  from  all  areas  of  the 
division  attend.  Luo  to  the  large  numbers  of  children 
awaiting  examination  it  has  boon  necessary  on  occasions 
to  hold  additional  sessions  which  have  been  held  by 
Dr.  J.V.  Kirkwood,  and  during  the  year  1,136  children 
wore  examined.  Of  tjieso,  430  were  prescribed  glasses. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinics 

Mr.  K.M.  May all  holds  fortnightly  sessions  at  the 
Headlands  Road  Clinic  for  children  from  this  division. 
During  the  year  Mr.  Mayall  held  21  sessions  and  saw 
129  children.  In  all,  the  children  made  239 
attendances. 


Orthopaedic  Clinics 

Mr.  R.W.L.  Calderwood,  Consultant  Orthopaedic  Surgeon, 
holds  a  monthly  clinic  at  the  Headlands  Road  Clinic,  and 
during  the  year  10  sessions  were  held.  139  children  were 
soon  at  these  clinics  and  the  total  number  of  attendances 
made  was  185. 


Child  Guidance  Treatment. 

Dr.  S.M.  Leese,  Consultant  Psychiatrist,  holds 
Child  Guidance  Clinics  at  the  Countjr  Health  Department, 
Wakefield,  and  during  the  year  19  children  from  this 
area  attended  there. 

Ultra  Violet  Ray  Treatment. 

During  the  winter  months,  Ultra  Violet  Ray  treatment 
sessions  are  held  twice  weekly  at  the  Headlands  Road  Clinio, 
Pontefract.  During  the  year,  47  children  made  8.1.6 
attendances  for  this  treatment. 

Sneoch  Therapy 

Miss  K.M.  Wade,  Speech  Therapist  in  this  division, 
held  108  sessions  at  the  Featherstone  and  Knottingley 
Clinics  during  the  year.  46  children  were  treated. 

Handicapped  Pupils 

The  regular  medical  examination  of  handicapped  children 
continued  during  the  year  and  where  necessary,  recommendations 
were  made  for  placement  in  Special  Schools. 

Medical  Examination  of  Teachers  and 

Entrants  to  -Training~Co liege 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  to  examine 
candidates  applying  for  entry  to  training  colleges  for  the 
purpose  of  satisfying  the  college  authorities  of  their  fitness 
to  follow  a  course  of  teacher  training.  During  the  year  43 
candidates  were  examined  and  where  necessary  x-ray 
examination  arranged. 

In  the  case  of  entrants  to  the  teaching  profession, 

17  examinations  were  made. 


B.C.G,  Vaccination  Against  Tuberculosis 

Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis  was  offered  to  all 
children  in  the  year  of  their  13th  birthday.  With  the 
consent  of  the  parents  a  test  is  performed  to  see  if  the 
child  has  already  encountered  the  germ  of  Tuberculosis. 
If  it  has  done  so ,  no  further  action  is  taken ,  as  it  is 
assumed  that  the  child  is  acquiring  a  natural  immunity. 
If,  however,  the  test  indicates  that  the  child  has  not 
encountered  tubercle  bacillus,  then  vaccination  is 
carried  out. 

The  age  of  13  years  has  been  chosen  because  at  this 
age  the  natural  resistance  to  the  disease  tends  to  drop 
and  it  is  hoped  to  confer  protection  during  the  years  of 
increased  risk. 

During  1956  the  following  work  was  undertaken  in 
the  divisions- 


No.  of  Consents 

No.  of  Consents 

Mantoux 

Mantoux 

Mantoux 

issued . 

Received . 

Test. 

Negative 

Positive 

1,545 

836 

805 

571 

224 

B.C.G.  Vaccination 

571. 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  Government  announced 
the  introduction  of  a  vaccine  which  was  expected  to  confer 
a  degree  of  immunity  to  Poliomyelitis.  As  the  supply  of 
vaccine  was  limited,  Local  Health  Authorities  were  asked  to 
make  vaccination  available  in  the  first  place  only  to  children 
born  in  the  years  1947  to  1954  inclusive.  In  this  division 
8,000  forms  were  issued  to  parents  either  through  the  schools 
or  direct  to  homes.  Of  these,  2,250  were  returned  and 
registered.  Although  supplies  of  vaccine  were  limmited, 
vaccinations  commenced  in  April  and  were  continued  until 
May.  They  were  resumed  in  November. 

During  the  year  220  children  in  the  division  had  a 
complete  course  of  protection,  i.e.  two  injections. 

HEALTH  VISITING 

During  the  year  the  following  number  of  visits  were 
made  by  Health  Visitors  in  the  divisions 

No.  of  Children  under  5  years  of  age 

visited  during  the  year  5613 

Total  visits  made  to  expectant  mothers  55 

Total  visits  made  to  children  under  1  year  of  age  6622 

Total  visits  to  children  aged  1  and  under  2  years  4653 

Total  visits  to  children  aged  2  but  under  5  years  5905 

Total  visits  to  tuberculous  households  2036 

Total  families  or  households  visited  5040 

Other  cases  visited  6703 


HOME  NURSING 


During  the  year  27,939  visits  were  paid  by  Home  Nurses 
compared  with  27,731  in  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  cases  attended  and 
visits  made  are  shown  below; - 


, — . . — — - — 

Classification 

No.  of  cases 
attended  by 
Home  Nurses 
during  the 
year. 

No.  of  visits  • 
paid  by  Home 
Nurses  during 
the  year. 

(1)  Medical 

706 

21369 

(2)  Surgical 

227 

5169 

(3)  Infectious  Diseases 

3 

86  •  • 

(4)  Tuberculosis 

33 

1307 

(5)  Maternal  complications 

1 

8 

TOTALS 

- - - - - - — . — 

970 

27939 

Patients  included  in  above 
who  were  aged  65  or  over  at 
the  time  of  the  first  visit 
during  the  year 

500 

18535 

Children  included  in  above 
who  were  under  5  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  the  first 
visit  during  the  year. 

■ 

70 

! 

I 

665 

Patients  included  in  above 
who  have  had  more  than  24  189 

!  visits  during  the  year  i 

. i - 

10402 

HOMS  HELP  SERVICE 


The  home  help  service  is  provided  under  the  National 
Health  Act,  1946.  Section  29  of  the  act  stipulates  the 
class  of  case  for  which  provision  of  a  Home  Help  can  be 


mad  e 

.  These  are 

as  follows; 

(a) 

Ill 

(d) 

Expectant  Mother 

(b) 

Lying-in 

(e) 

Mental  Defective. 

(c) 

Aged 

(f) 

A  child  not  over 
compulsory  school  age 

Before  a  Home  Help  can  be  provided,  a  form  of  application 
must  be  signed  by  the  head  of  the  household  on  which  he 
undertakes  either  to  pay  the  whole  cost  of  the  service,  or  to 
give  a  statement  of  his  income  and  agree  to  pay  the  assessed 
charge  according  to  the  County  Council  Scheme. 


Under  no  circumstances  can  a  Home  Help  be  used  as 
a  sitter-in  and  the  amount  of  assistance  which  a  patient 
is  granted  is  related  strictly  to  the  amount  of  domestic 
work  which  is  required  to  be  done. 

The  authorised  establishment  of  Home  Helps  in  this 
division  was  increased  from  23  to  27  on  the  1st  October, 1956 
and  during  the  year  the  following  assistance  was  given: - 

Authorised  Divisional  Establishment 


(i)  Basic  22/27 

(ii)  From  Reserve  Pool 

( iii)  TOTAL  22/27 

No,  of  Domestic  Helps  employed  at  31st  December. 

(i)  Whole-time  Nil 

(ii)  Part-time  39 

(iii)  TOTAL  39 


Cases  provided  with  Domestic  Help  during  the  year 

ended  31st  December 


No .  of  Hours 
Cases.  Employed 


(i)  Maternity  (including  expectant 

mo thers ) 


(ii)  Tuberculosis 


58 

9 


(iii)  Chronic  sick  -  (a)  Aged  65  + 

(b)  Under  65 


(iv)  Others 


209 

58 


TOTALS 


334 


3871 

1747 

40140 

,5057 


50815 


Number  of  Home  Helps  that  could  have 

been  employed  full-time.  22.2 


MENTAL  HEALTH 


The  mental  health  work  in  the  division  consists 
mainly  of  the  supervision  of  defectives  under  Voluntary 
and  Statutory  Supervision,  and  in  the  provision  of  reports 
on  home  conditions  to  Hospital  Management  Committees.  The 
nearest  Occupation  Centre  to  this  area  is  at  Castleford 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  15  children  from  this  area 
were  attending  there.  For  the  children  who  are  considered 
unsuitable  for  the  Occupation  Centre,  group  training  classes 
are  held  twice  weekly  at  the  Pontefract,  Feather stone  and 
Knottingley  Clinics,  where  the  Home  Teacher,  Mrs.  Argile 
provides  training  in  handicrafts  of  various  sorts. 


MEDICAL  ELIMINATION  FOR  SUPERANNUATION  PURPOSES 


Now  entrants  to  the  County  Council  Service  are  required 
to  undergo  a  medical  examination  to  see  if  they  are  suitahle 
for  admission  to  the  Superannuation  Scheme,  and  during  the 
year  I  examined  70  candidates.  In  addition  1  member  of  the 
County  Staff  resident  in  the  Divisional  area  who  had  been 
off  duty  through  sickness  for  a  considerable  period  was 
examined  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  he  was  incapable  of 
continuing  employment  by  reason  of  permanent  ill-health. 
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To  the  Cliairrnan  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  my  third  Annual  Report,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  very 
few  changes  occurred  affecting  general  Public  Health  conditions  in  the 
district  during  1956,  but  towards  the  end  of  the  year  there  seemed  to 
be  a  brighter  outlook  for  the  future. 

Two  important  statutes  having  a  direct  bearing  on  the  work  of  the 
department  -  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act  with  its  ancillary  Regulations  and 
the  Clean  Air  Act  which  provides  for  abating  atmospheric  pollution,  came 
into  operation  during  the  year. 

The  response  to  the  former  ha.s  been  quite  good  and  many  food  shops 
have  been  modernised  out  of  all  recognition,  but  in  certain  instances 
it  has  been  necessary  to  overcome  the  time  old  prejudice  against  anything 
new  and  the  "what  was  good  enough  for  father  is  good  enough  for  me" 
attitude.  This  is  difficult  to  understand,  especially  when  applied  to 
environmental  hygiene  or  to  preventative  medicine  as  it  is  sometimes 
called,  because  the  same  people  accept  the  most  modern  form  of  medical 
treatment  without  a  murmur. 

Being  a  Rural  area,  we  tend  to  be  rather  complacent  about  smoke 
abatement  and  regard  air  pollution  only  as  an  industrial  problem,  but 
the  domestic  grate  is  no  archangel  in  this  sphere  as  can  be  clearly 
illustrated  by  the  smoke  palls  hanging  over  the  larger  of  the  Council's 
housing  estates  on  bright,  calm,  windless,  spring  or  autumn  mornings 
v/hen  temperature  inversion  has  taken  place. 

Another  event  of  importance  also  took  place  during  the  year  under 
review,  the  Council  having  received  the  Ministry* s  consent  to  go  ahead 
with  the  curtailed  scheme  for  augmenting  the  water  supply  to  Monk  Fryston 
and  the  northern  parishes. 

A  certain  number  of  improvements  we re  carried  out  in  1956  but  much 
routine  work  called  for  has  had  to  be  left  undone,  as  this,  together  with 
all  the  present  day  administrative  duties  is  more  than  one  Inspector  can 
deal  with. 


Even  though  comments  on  the  various  subjects  have  boon  made  in 
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each  section,  once  more  I  must  draw  attention  to  the  need  for  improved 
sanitation,  particularly  in  the  more  rural  parts  of  the  district.  17ith 
the  continued  credit  squeeze  in  operation,  many  schemes  already  prepared 
for  these  areas,  in  spite  of  the  desire  of  the  Council  to  sec  them  fulfilled, 
now  seem  more  like  fairy  ta.les  from  a  children’s  story  hook.  Nevertheless, 
the  need  is  still  paramount  and  after  the  Brotherton-Fairburn  scheme  is 
completed,  every  effort  should  be  made  to  press  forward  with  the  remainder. 

One  continues  to  pose  the  question  as  to  whether  the  best  use  is 
being  made  of  public  resources.  The  call  for  a  general  regrouping  of 
water  undertakings  seems  to  indicate  a  step  in  the  right  direction, 
especially  if  it  means  cheaper  water. 

The  report  comprises  four  principal  sections;  Sanitary  Circumstances, 
Housing,  Food  Hygiene  and  Rodent  Control  with  an  appendix  of  tables  giving 
summaries  of  inspections  made  and  notices  served. 

May  I  conclude  by  thanking  the  members  of  the  Council,  the  heads 
and  members  of  other  departments,  Miss  Vf ,  Burns,  my  clerk,  and  Mr.  G.  Green, 
foreman  refuse  collector,  for  their  helpful  co-operation  during  the  year. 

I  remain, 


Yours  faithfully. 


Public  Health  Inspector. 


Public  Health  Department , 
Tanshelf  House, 

15,  Front  Street, 
PONTEFRACT. 


E  0  T  I  0  N  A, 
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WATER  SUPPLES. 


As  before,  the  bulk  of  the  water  for  the  district  is  obtained  from  the 
Pontefract  and  G-oole  Corporations  and  the  Hemsworth  Rural  District  Council, 
supplemented  by  the  Council's  own  small  water  works  at  Darrington,  serving 
that  parish  and  the  parish  of  Stapleton. 

No  major  changes  have  taken  place  during  the  year,  but  the  supply  has 
been  extended  to  meet  the  requirements  of  houses  built  on  the  Council's  new 
housing  estate  at  Kellington. 

In  the  higher  parts  of  Monk  Fryston  and  Hillam,  the  pressure  has  again 
been  inadequate  resulting  in  a  failure  of  the  supply  at  certain  times  when 
the  demand  is  heaviest.  However ,  since  the  supply  to  the  northern  parishes 

has  been  obtained  from  a  6"  trunk  main  near  the  entrance  to  Ferrybridge 
Power  Station,  instead  of  being  derived  from  the  4'  pipe  serving  Ferrybridge 
itself,  the  pressure  in  the  Fairbura  area  has  been  improved  and  the  supply 
now  appears  to  be  adequate. 

The  Wallace  and  Tiernan  Injector  type  Chlorinator  installed  at  the 
Council's  own  water  works  proved  its  worth  by  continuing  to  provide  a 
satisfactory  supply  for  the  Darrington  area. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  CLASSIFICATION  OF  WATER  SAMPLES 


|  SOURCE 

NUMBER  OF 
FALLING  INTO 

SAMPLES 

EACH  CLASS 

TOTAL 

of 

Raw  Water 

Class  1  |  Class  2 

Class  3 

Class  4 

Samples 

taken 

j  Pontefract 
Corporation 

17 

1 

1  : 

:  i 

;  1 

18 

:  t 

:  Council's  own 

5  | 

- 

- 

5 

!  Goole 

•;  Corporation 

2 

i 

2 

|  2  | 

i 

|  Private 

: 

1 

lrnil..niirl... .  .  , . ,  j . . , .  .. 

1 

2 

TOTAL 

22f  ;  1 

1 

1 

j  27  1 

Class  1  - 

Highly  satisfactory 

Class  3 

Suspicious 

Class  2  -  Satisfactory  Class  2*.  -  Unsatisfactory 


COMPARISON  OF  WATERS  WITH  PRESCRIBED  STANDARD 


! 

Percentage 
of  Samples  in 
CLASS 

Prescribed 

Standard 

% 

Sources  of  Supply 

Pontefract 

Corporation 

Council' s 
Own 

Goole 

Corporation 

Private 

I 

1 

Not  less 
than  50 

94.<44% 

100% 

100% 

! 

1  &  2 

| 

Not  less 
than  80 

94.24$ 

100% 

100% 

50% 

: 

3 

{ 

Not  more 
than  20 

5.56% 

. 

“ 

i 

4 

0 

. . . , 

"" 

50% 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  tables  that  the  water  supply  of  the 
district,  taken  as  a  whole,  is  satisfactory. 
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SANITARY  ACCOMMODilT  ION 

The  tables  appended  below  indicate  the  extent  to  which  the  district  is 
lacking  in  modern  water-borne  sanitation.  Progress  is  very  slow  at  present 
conversions  being  made  only  by  a  few  individuals  to  whom  the  Council  generally 
make  a  contribution  towards  the  cost  of  the  conversion,  but  a  large  number 
of  privies  have  been  abolished  in  favour  of  dust  bins  and  pails. 

TABLE  SHOWING  TOTAL  SANITARY  ACCOlfl.iODATIOM 
FOR  ALL  PREMISES . 


Number  of  privies  with  middens  or  ashpits  .  495 

Number  of  pail  or  tub  closets  . . .  613 

Number  of  waste  water  closets  ..................... 

Number  of  pedestal  water  closets  . .  1,467 


Percentage  on  the  water  carriage  system  -  56.9% 


ALTERATIONS  AND  ADDITIONS  MADE  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Number  of  privies  reconstructed  as  W.C.’s  .  7 

Number  of  privies  reconstructed  as  pails  . .  66 

Number  of  pails  reconstructed  as  W.C.'s  .  1 


Number  of  W.C.'s  constructed  for  new  houses  .  23 


TABLE  SHOWING  PAROCHIAL  DISPOSITION 
OF  SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  IN  DWELLING  HOUSES 


PARISH 

Privies 

Pails 

W.C's 

TOTAL  j 

i 

|  BALNE 

14 

42 

11 

67  | 

|  BEAL 

| 

33 

55 

77 

165 

1  BIRKIN 

7 

17 

24 

43  ! 

|  BROTHERTON 

67 

29 

232 

CO 

CM 

r-m 

|  BYRAM-CUM-SUTTON 

3 

3 

180 

186 

i 

|  BURTON  SALMON 

29 

32 

30 

91  ! 

t 

|  CR IDLING  STUBBS 

7 

15 

u 

63  1 

j  BARRINGTON 

4 

16 

136 

156  1 

|  EAST  HARDWICK 

22 

19 

19 

60  ! 

;  EGGBOROUGH 

5 

76 

147 

228 

i 

!  FAIRBURN 

66 

23 

134 

223 

j  HECK 

7 

43 

n 

61 

i 

|  HENS/LL 

65 

34 

34 

133  • 

HILLAM 

31 

40 

30 

101 

KELLLTGTON 

23 

28 

72 

123 

MONK  FRYSTON 

52 

54 

95 

201 

;  STAPLETON 

10 

17 

27 

!  WHITLEY 

34 

52 

55 

141 

|  WOMERSLEY 

26 

25 

76 

127 

i 

TOTAL 

; 

1  5 

;  Ul 

i 

s 

613 

1,421 

2,529 

; 
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SEWERAGE  &  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


TABLE  SHOWING  DIFFERENT  METHODS  OP  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  COMPARING 
LOCAL  AUTHORITY  HOUSES  WITH  OTHERS. 


NUMBER  OP  HOUSES  CONNECTED  TO  PUBLIC  SEWERS.  TOTAL 


Local  Authority  Houses  at: 

Belmont ,  Brotherton  . 20 

Foxcliff,  Brotherton  . 50 

Marsh  Croft,  Brotherton  . . 22 

Sotheron  Croft,  Barrington  . 12 

Ash  Lea,  Fairbum  . 32 

North  Road,  Fairbum  . . . .  10  146 

Private  Houses  .  245  391 


NUMBER  OP  HOUSES  CONNECTED  TO  SMALL  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  PLANTS. 
Local  Authority  Houses  at: 


Roe  Lane,  Birkin  . . . .  6 

Top  Stone  Close,  Burton  Salmon  .  18 

West  Acres,  Byram-cum-Sutton  .......  60 

Wood  Lea,  Byram-cum-Sutton  .  30 

Dene  Close ,  Eggborough  .............  l6 

Green  Acres,  Eggborough  .  48 

Barrington  Garth,  Kellington  .  8 

Manor  Garth,  Kellington  . 14 

Mill  Close,  Monk  Fryston  . 48 

Station  Road,  Womersley  .  24  272 

Private  Houses  . . .  1 


273 


NUMBER  OP  HOUSES  CONNECTED  TO  CESSPOOLS  OR  SEPTIC  TANKS. 
Local  Authority  Houses  at: 


Broad  Lane ,  Beal  . . .  4 

Craven  Garth,  Beal  .  12 

Holly  garth  Lane,  Beal  . . .  4 

Croft  Lea,  Cridling  Stubbs  .........  20 

Fairfield,  Fairbum  .  41 

Church  Lane,  Monk  Fryston  .  12 

Cathcart  Close,  Whitley  . 24 

Church  Row ,  Whitley  . 7 

Northfield  Lane,  Womersley  .  12  136 

Private  Houses  . . . . .  621  757 


NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  WITHOUT  WATER-BORNE  SANITATION. 
Local  Authority  Houses  at: 


Highgate ,  Balne  . 8 

Lowgate  Balne  .  4 

Mark  Robinsons  Buildings,  Beal  .  1 

Sudf orth  Lane ,  Beal  . . 10 

Graysfield,  Eggborough  . .  8 

Selby  Road,  Eggborough  .  20 

Ashf ield,  Hillam  . 6 

Abbey  Square,  Whitley  .  1 

Whitefield  Lane,  ''Whitley  .  10  68 

Private  Houses  . . . .  1.040  1,108 


.2^529 


(15.46??) 


(10.79%) 


(29.94%) 


(43.81%) 


TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  IN  DISTRICT 
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SEWERAGE  &  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


The  combined  sewerage  scheme  prepared  to  meet  the  urgent  need  for  the 
replacing  of  the  inadequate  and  obsolete  systems  serving  the  parishes  of 
Brother ton,  Fairburn  and  Byram-cum-Sutton  has  been  again  delayed  owing  to 
unforeseen  difficulties  which  have  arisen  in  the  purchasing  of  the  land 
required  for  the  disposal  works.  This  scheme  was  the  one  prepared  after 
years  of  negotiation  and  delay,  due  to  the  desire  to  meet  the  wishes  of 
the  West  Riding  County  Council  by  investigating  the  possibility  of  a  joint 
scheme  with  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Enottingley,  who  eventually 
indicated  they  did  not  wish  to  participate  in  any  such  joint  scheme. 

Until  this  new  scheme  materialises,  it  mil  be  impossible  to  carry 
out  improvements  as  it  is  impracticable  at  present  to  abolish  any  of  the 
many  primitive  units  of  sanitary  accommodation  which  still  exist  in  the 
Brotherton  and  Fairburn  districts. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  SERVICE. 

The  Council  continues  to  undertake  the  removal  of  domestic  refuse 
throughout  the  district,  but  the  demand  on  this  service  is  rather  heavy 
due  to  the  large  proportion  of  houses  which  continue  to  have  primitive 
sanitation. 

Following  the  re-organisation  of  the  service  carried  cut  last  year, 
some  of  the  difficulties  experienced  in  maintaining  a  frequent  service 
for  the  emptying  of  ashpits  and  privies  have  been  overcome  and  most  visits 
arc  now  made  at  regular  and  more  frequent  intervals. 

TRANSPORT 

For  the  first  half  of  the  year  collections  were  made  by  two  Karrier 
C.K.3  vehicles  each  with  a  capacity  of  10  cu.yds.,  but  during  the  latter 
half  the  new  S.D.  Freighter  with  16  -  18  cu.  yds.,  capacity  and  fitted 
with  fore  and  aft  tipping  device  was  in  operation  and  the  newest  of  the 
two  harriers  used  on  odd  occasions  for  the  emptying  of  middens  or  for 
emergency  purposes.  This  Karrier  vehicle  has  been  adapted  to  take  a 
new  open  body  for  general  work  which  is  interchangeable  with  the  covered 
refuse  collecting  body. 

The  extra  number  of  houses  built  in  the  district  during  the  last  few 
years  and  the  change  in  the  character  of  domestic  refuse,  with  its  tremendous 
increase  in  bulk  has  necessitated  the  engagement  of  more  personnel  employed 
on  this  work  -  the  first  since  1947. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

TABLE  SHOV/ETG  HUMBER  OF  LOADS 
AT  EACH  TIP 


TIP 


Beal  . . . . . 

Cr idling  Stubbs 
High  Eggborough 
Fairburn  . 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  four  tips  in  use  continued  to  provide 
adequate  facilities,  but  unfortunately  once  again,  mainly  due  to  lack  of 
labour,  disposal  of  refuse  was  somewhat  uncontrolled.  This  resulted  in 
the  tip  at  Cridling  Stubbs  becoming  potentially  dangerous  through  slow 
combustion  and  after  covering  the  area  with  inert  material  the  use  of  the 
tip  was  discontinued.  At  the  same  time  due  to  the  large  capacity  vehicle 
being  in  operation,  it  was  found  that  the  High  Eggb enough  tip  could  also 
be  discontinued. 


LOADS 

1956 

306 

91 

20. 

531 

M 
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REFUSE  DISPOSAL  -  Continued 

Again  it  will  be  noted  that  the  number  of  journeys  to  the  tips  has 
been  reduced.  This  is  consequential  of  the  larger  carrying  capacity  of 
the  new  vehicle  -  combined  with  the  compressing  action  of  the  vehicle 
when  tipping  forward.  The  weight  of  each  load  carried  is  over  three 
times  that  of  the  old  vehicles  and  the  number  of  loads  would  have  been 
reduced  still  further  had  it  not  been  for  the  increase  in  the  bulk 
collected. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION. 


TABLE  SHOWING  COLLECTIONS  M/DE  FROM  EACH  PARISH 


Parish 

Bins 

Pails 

Ashpits 

Privies 

i  BALNE 

1 

52 

42 

1 

14 

i  BEAL 

f 

128 

55 

... 

33 

|  BIRKIN 

39 

17 

1 

7 

:  BROTHERTCN 

266 

29 

12 

67 

!  BURTON  SALMON 

i 

59 

32 

3 

29 

!  BYRAM-CUM- SUTT  ON 

i 

197 

3 

- 

3 

CRIDLING  STUBBS 

45 

15 

2 

7 

!  BARRINGTON 

| 

159 

16 

“ 

4 

1  EAST  HARDWICK 

39 

19 

- 

22 

!  EGGBOROUGH 

209 

76 

2 

|  FAIR3URN 

161 

23 

3 

66 

1  HECK 

47 

43 

2 

7 

1  HENSALL 

66 

34 

IM 

63 

1  HILLAM 

t 

77 

49 

“ 

31 

KELLINGTON 

j 

101 

28 

1 

23 

|  MONK  FRYSTON 

167 

54 

1 

52 

1  STAPLETON 

23 

10 

_ 

I  WHITLEY 

110 

52 

34 

|  WOMERSLEY 

86 

. 

25 

3 

.  . . . 

26 

. 

TOT/D 

2,031 

613 

29 

490 

The  following  table  gives  the  total  number  of  receptacles  cleansed 
during  the  year: - 


Dustbins  .  98,982 

Privy  Middens  .  3,217 

Ashpits  . 188 

Pail  Closets  . 31,876 


REFUSE  STORAGE 

The  various  types  of  receptacles  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  are 
as  follows 


Dustbins  . . . . .  2 ,031 

Privy  Middens  .  495 

Dry  Ashpits  .  29 

Pails  . 613 
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SALVAGE* 


A  certain  amount  of  salvage  1ms  "been  collected  during  the  yeai 
although  organised  collections,  particularly  of  waste  pape^  .  were 
discontinued  some  time  ago.  However  the  necessity  to  concentrate  on 
the  essential  refuse  collection  service  makes  it  impossible  to  embark 
on  any  organised  salvage  collection  scheme  at  present, 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 


Complaints  regarding  the  pollution  of  the  atmosphere  by  grit  and 
smoke  from  the  nearby  Ferrybridge  Electricity  Generating  Station  have 
been  few  in  number  during  the  past  year.  The  public  have  grown  tired 
of  complaining  about  this  nuisance  when  nothing  appears  to  be  done  about  it. 

In  the  meantime,  the  larger  Station  "B"  is  nearing  completion  and 
although  assurances  have  been  given  that  no  nuisance  will  arise  from  this 
Station,  the  massive  cooling  towers  which  dominate  the  skyline  at  Brotherton 
give  rise  to  speculation  on  the  amount  of  "carry  over". 

This  branch  of  Public  Health  work  is  being  persuod  by  Public  Health 
Authorities  throughout  the  country  arid  all  are  anxiously  awaiting  the 
results  of  the  Clean  Mr  Act  and  hoping  that  the  joint  activities  of  all 
Local  Authorities  will  lead  to  a  cleaner  and  purer  atmosphere  for  the 
benefit  of  humanity  in  general. 

There  is  practically  no  industrial  smoke  problem  in  the  district  as 
most  premises  now  use  electricity  as  the  motive  power. 

The  problem  of  domestic  smoke  however,  continues  to  be  noticeable, 
especially  in  those  parishes  where  a  large  number  of  miners  reside,  many 
occupying  council  houses.  It  would  be  difficult  to  make  smokeless  zones 
even  on  the  larger  of  the  Council's  housing  estates  in  this  area  owing  to 
the  relatively  large  amount  of  concessionary  coal  consumed.  The  miner 
cannot  be  expected  to  change  over  to  dearer  smokeless  fuel  unless 
concessionary  smokeless  fuel  is  provided  in  lieu  of  the  smoky  coal  and 
then  I  am  sure  he  would  be  willing  end  eager  to  co-operate. 

Unfortunately,  the  increased  navigation  on  the  river  and  canal  has 
created  a  now  source  of  atmophoric  pollution,  the  control  of  which  is 
difficult  owing  to  the  inaccessibility  of  the  canal,  there  being  so  few 
locks  in  the  area  where  the  boats  could  be  investigated,  because  of  the 
flat  nature  cf  the  countryside. 

The  figures  on  the  opposite  page  have  been  supplied  by  the  Central 
Electricity  Authority  and  relate  to  the  four  stations  they  have  set  up 
in  the  Rural  District  in  the  vicinity  of  the  existing  Ferrybridge  Power 
Station  "A" . 

Column  4  gives  a  measurement  of  the  amount  of  sulphur  in  the 
atmosphere  by  the  lead  peroxide  method  and  the  results  are  expressed  in 
milligrams  per  day  per  100  square  centimetres  of  sulphur  tri oxide. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  deposits  vary  quite  considerably  even  at 
the  same  station,  this  is  probably  due  to  the  direction  of  the  prevailing 
wind  during  the  month  and  the  older  part  of  the  power  station,  where  no 
form  of  grit  arrestation  is  fitted,  being  used  in  winter  to  cope  with 
peak  loads.  This  is  illustrated  in  the  figures  for  December  which 
indicate  that  the  heavier  particles  of  grit,  normally  caught  in  the  grit 
arresters,  fell  out  near  to  the  station,  whilst  the  other  particles  fell 
out  in  diminishing  deposits,  proportional  to  the  distance  of  the  test 
position  from  the  chimneys. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  SURVEY 


MONTHLY'  DEPOSIT  FIGURES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1956 
AT  POINTS  WITHIN  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  RELATING-  TO 
THE  FERRYBRIDGE  POWER  STATION. 


Test  Position  i 

or 

Station 

Month  j 

i 

Rainfall 

Insol. 

Deposit . 

Tons/Square 

Sol. 

. Deposit... . 

miie/Month 

so2 

mgrr/day/lOO 

sq.cm. 

! 

Sutton  Lane 

Jan. 

71 

9.1 

7.5 

3.2 

Feb. 

30 

6.5 

5.8 

1.9 

i 

Mar. 

14 

6.5 

3.8 

1.4 

: 

April 

53 

7.6 

4.4 

0.9 

| 

May 

3 

14.5 

3.5 

1.4 

June 

1.1 

July 

91 

16.9 

6.8 

0.8 

Aug. 

132 

5.8 

6.8 

0.9 

j 

Sept. 

52 

8.2 

4.2 

1,3 

Oct. 

23 

5.9 

4.1 

1.5 

i 

! 

Nov. 

11 

5.6 

3*4- 

1.9 

Dec. 

38 

10.9 

7.0  !  3.2 

. . . ] . 

Byrain  Park 

Jan. 

68 

4.8 

6.1  3.2 

Feb. 

16 

3.2 

4.0 

2.2 

i 

Mar. 

13 

4.4 

3.8 

1.5 

April 

51 

5.1 

4.7 

0.9 

May 

4 

9.1 

2.8 

1.6 

j 

June 

67 

5.5 

3.6 

1.1 

July 

89 

6.7 

5.5 

0.8 

Aug. 

101 

6.9 

3.9 

0.9 

Sept. 

35 

9.0 

3.8 

1.1 

Oct. 

14 

2.9 

2.7 

2.1 

! 

Nov. 

13 

3.0 

3.0 

2.5 

j 

Dec. 

42 

. 

5.1 

3.1 

3.1 

Park  House 

Jan. 

76 

3.4 

4.9 

2.9 

Farm 

Feb. 

31 

2.9 

3.7 

1.5 

| 

Mar. 

- 

1.0  S 

1 

April 

51 

4.0 

3.9 

0.7 

May 

5 

3.8 

3.3 

1,3 

j 

June 

75 

4.7 

3.2 

1.0  j 

1 

July 

90 

5.7 

4.6 

0,8 

i 

Aug. 

149 

3.7 

7.1 

0.9 

| 

Sept. 

52 

4.2 

4.1 

0.9 

! 

Oct. 

27 

3.2 

4.1 

1.3 

Nov. 

15 

2.7 

3.3 

2.3 

j 

Dec. 

45 

3.8 

4.7 

2.4 

|  Brotherton 

Jan. 

73 

5.6 

5.0 

2.3 

Ings 

Feb. 

29 

8.6 

3.6 

1.2 

Mar. 

15 

5.2 

3.0 

le2 

i 

April 

- 

- 

0.7 

1 

May 

- 

1.1 

June 

79 

8.0 

3.5 

0.7 

i 

July 

- 

*"* 

0.6 

r 

Aug. 

- 

- 

0.7 

i 

Sept. 

56 

6.7 

4.2 

0.8 

1 

Oct. 

28 

7.1 

3.2 

1.0 

Nov. 

15 

10.9 

2.8 

1.8 

i 

j  Dec. 

42 

34.2 

1 

6.2 

2.3 
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MOVEABLE  DUELLINGS. 

The  table  given  below  will  show  a  slight  increase  in  the  nur.iber  of 
licensed  moveable  dwellings  over  the  previous  year:- 


Number  on  Licensed  Sites  . . . . .  Nil 

Number  on  other  Sites  . .  11 

Number  of  Licences  issued  .  11 


Generally  speaking,  this  class  of  dwelling,  which  usually  consists 
of  luxury  caravans,  is  satisfactory  as  now  most  facilities  provided  in 
permanent  houses  are  available. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

As  usual,  each  reported  case  was  visited  and  terminal  disinfection 
carried  out  when  specially  requested. 

CONTROL  OF  DIRTY  AND  VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS . 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  once  again  of  the  continued  low  incidence 
in  the  number  of  filthy  premises  in  the  district.  Four  cases  of  this 
kind  were  dealt  with  during  the  year,  two  of  which  were  verminous  in 
addition.  All  were  cleansed  and  considerable  improvement  took  place 
after  informal  warnings  had  been  issued..  In  addition  one  temporary 
dwelling  was  found  in  this  condition  and  after  several  visits,  action 
was  taken  under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  194&  and  the 
occupant  removed  to  hospital  for  care  and  attention. 

PEST0L0GY. 

Certain  houses  in  Marsh  Croft,  Brotherton,  were  persistently 
infested  with  Ants  of  two  different  varieties  which  seemed  particularly 
resistant  to  the  usual  methods  of  eradication.  An  entomologist  from 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  came  and  identified  the 
larger  winged  type  as  Queen  Ants.  Eventually,  after  floor  boards  were 
taken  up,  air  grates  covered  with  wire  mesh  and  the  premises  given  a 
"thorough  treatment",  the  infestation  was  conquered. 

Fourteen  disinfestations  were  carried  out  at  dwelling  houses  for 
the  following  reasons 

Bugs  . . .  2 

Cockroaches  . . .  2 

Wood  Beetles  . .  1 

Ants  . . . .  6 

Silver  Fish  . .  3 

B.H.C.,  5%  and  10%D.D.T.,  Powders  and  Pybuthrin,  Lindane,  Chlordane  and 
5%D.D.T.,  solutions  were  used  in  these  cases.  Issues  of  insecticide 
powder  were  made  to  householders  where  required.. 
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FACTORIES. 


The  following  Table  summarises  the  visits  made  to  Factories  during 
the  year:- 


TABLE 


1 

Number  of 

1 

I 

1 

Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

: 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

1  (i) 

i 

Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3>  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

_ 

|  (iD 

■ 

i 

i 

i 

Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Authority 

23 

24 

- 

kiii) 

Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers  *  premises ) . 

8 

11 

Total 

t 

31 

. . 

35 

| 

- 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


i 


i 

i 

: 

; 

Particulars 

| 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

were  -  j 

Found 

I 

Remedied. 

I 

!  Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

! 

5 

! 

( a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2  j 

1  Other  offences  against  the  Act 

i 

(not  including  offences 

relating  to  outwork) . 

1 

1 

i 

Total 

4 

4 

cOo 


SECTION  B 


HOUSING 


12 


HOUSING  GENERAL, 

Housing  continues  to  present  one  of  the  most  serious  problems  to  be 
cLealth  with.  There  has  been  a  slight  change  for  the  better  in  the  general 
situation  during  the  past  year,  but  much  remains  to  be  done. 

The  failure  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954  to  provide  any 
real  incentive  for  landlords  to  catch  up  with  the  years  of  neglect  in  ropair 
work  has  been  very  apparent  in  this  district  by  the  fact  that  not  one 
application  for  a  certificate  of  disrepair  has  been  received. 

TABLE 

SLUM  CLEARANCE 

UNDER  THE  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HOUSING  ACT,  1936 

Total  number  of  Permanent  Houses  in  area . . 

Number  of  Unfit  houses  to  be  demolished  in 
first  five  years  . . . 

Number  dealt  with  in  1956 . . . 

Number  of  Houses  to  be  retained  for  temporary 
accommodation . .  ...  Nil. 

As  a  site  at  Kellington  was  readily  available,  it  was  decided  to  build 
there  and  concentrate  on  clearing  away  the  unfit  houses  in  the  village  and 
its  surrounding  parishes. 

Without  question  the  most  serious  slum  clearance  problem  arises  at  the 
village  of  Brotherton.  Unfortunately,  this  village  is  in  one  of  the  northern 
parishes  where  any  largo  scale  building  would  have  had  an  adverse  effect  on 
the  already  unsatisfactory  water  supply  to  Monk  Fryston.  All  development 
has  been  suspended  for  the  time  being  until  the  scheme  to  augment  this  water 
supply  is  completed. 

When  the  time  comes  to  take  action  in  Brotherton,  most  serious  consider¬ 
ation  will  have  to  be  given  where  to  rebuild.  The  village,  situated,  as  it 
is  on  a  sloping  site  between  the  river  and  the  Great  North  Road,  is  now 
completely  dominated  by  the  shadow  of  the  tall  chimney  and  two  large  cooling 
towers  of  the  new  Ferrybridge  "B"  Power  Station,  with  a  third  tower  growing 
daily.  Any  site  cleared  to  the  west  of  the  main  street  below  the  church 
would  be  very  close  to  the  river  and  the  higher  ground  above  the  church 
would  be  a  difficult  and  expensive  site  to  build  on,  because  it  falls  very 
rapidly  t owards  the  low  ground  near  the  river.  There  only  remains  a  small 
area  between  the  High  Street  and  the  North  Road  and  even  this  is  dotted  with 
a  better  type  of  house  which  could  not  be  classed  as  unfit. 

In  view  of  all  these  problems  and  the  relatively  large  proportion  of 
unfit  houses,  one  might  apply  to  Brotherton  those  immortal  lines,  "To  be 
or  not  to  be,  that  is  the  question". 

D/EROVEI.CENT  OF  EXISTING  HOUSES. 

Three  houses  were  improved  under  section  5  of  the  1954  Act  after  the 
owners  had  intimated  their  willingness  to  carry  out  works  designed  to  secure 
the  reconstruction,  enlargement  or  improvement  of  the  houses.  At  two  of 
the  houses,  in  Balne,  these  improvements  included  the  provision  of  a  piped 
supply  of  water,  water-borne  sanitation,  electricity,  hot  water  and  the 
formation  of  a  bathroom,  with  new  floors,  etc.,  and  an  improvement  grant 
was  given  in  each  case.  The  third  house  was  thoroughly  repaired,  a  lean- 
to  building  at  the  rear  demolished,  then  rebuilt,  hot  water  as  well  as  a 
proper  cooking  range  provided  and  a  bathroom  formed. 


2,529. 

261. 

60. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS 


Year  1956 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  a.  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  . .  147 

b.  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ..........  270 

(2)  a.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(l)  above),  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 

the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  .  60 

b.  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose . .  81 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  needing  further  action: - 


a.  Number  considered  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  . .  60 

b.  Number  (excluding  those  in  sub-head  (3)a. ,  above), 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 

human  habitation  . .  87 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices, 
(a)  Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 


consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 

or  their  officers  . .  56 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  (excluding  those 

shown  in  (a)  above)  in  which  defects  were  remedied  as 

a  result  of  informal  action  . . . . . .  31 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16,  Housing  Act,  1936:- 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  . . .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices :- 

( a)  By  owners  .....................................  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  Nil 


B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 

remedied  . . . . . . .  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices :- 

(a)  By  owners  . . .  5 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . .  Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

(l)  Number  of  representations,  etc.,  made  in  respect  of 
dwelling  houses  unfit  for  habitation  . . . . 


60 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS,  Continued 

C.  (2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  wore  made  . . . .  44 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Undertakings  were  accepted  . . . . . . .  9 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  . . .  2 

(5)  Action  under  sections  10  and  11  of  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953. 

( a)  Closing  Orders  . . . . . .  7 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms,  the  Closing  Orders  in  respect  of  which 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 

been  rendered  fit  . . .  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936  -  Part  IV  -  Overcrowding. 

(a)  1.  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  . . . . .  15 

2.  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  . 20 

3.  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  . 103 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  . . . . . . .  5 

(c)  1.  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  . . . . . . . . » .  6 

2,  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ..........  31 

5.  New  Houses. 

Number  of  new  houses  provided  during  the  year: - 
By  the  Local  Authority: 

Permanent  type  . 14 

Temporary  type  . . Nil 

By  Private  Enterprise  . . . . .  9 

6.  Housing  Act,  1949 

Action  in  connection  with:- 

(a)  Number  of  advances  for  purpose  of  increasing 

Housing  accommodation  . . .  3 

(b)  Number  of  grants  to  persons  other  than  Local 

Authorities  for  improvement  of  housing  accommodation  6 
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IMPROVE! IENT  OF  EXISTING  HOUSES ,  Continued 

The  number  of  improvement  grants  given  this  year  fell  by  nearly 
two-thirds,  no  doubt  due  to  tho  higher  cost  of  building,  coupled  with 
the  fact  that  in  general  the  Council  decided  to  give  approximately 
only  a  25/  grant  instead  of  the  maximum  amount  of  50/  permitted  by  the 
Act. 


As  this  type  of  improvement  is  bound  to  be  complimentary  to  any 
slum  clearance  programme ,  it  is  perhaps  regrettable  that  more  encourage¬ 
ment  cannot  be  given  to  landlords  who  are  willing  to  improve  their 
properties  and  to  owner/ occupiers  who  are  trying  to  help  themselves, 
before  even  this  class  of  property  in  turn  "falls  by  the  wayside". 

INSPECTION,  REPAIR  AMD  CLEARANCE  OF  UNFIT  HOUSES. 

Repairs  were  carried  out  in  87  instances  and  60  representations 
were  made  in  respect  of  dwellings  unfit  for  human  habitation,  details 
of  which  are  shown  in  the  Housing  Statistics  (see  page  13). 

OVERCRO.NJNG. 

The  known  number  of  houses  overcrowded  remains  about  the  same  as 
last  year  with  a  decrease  of  only  one.  With  the  usual  constant  moving 
about  amongst  agricultural  workers,  it  is  difficult  to  assess  the  true 
position  with  any  accuracy. 

NEW  HOUSES. 

Again  the  number  of  council  houses  built  this  year  was  lower  than 
1955  but  this  was  due  to  the  fact  that  only  fourteen  out  of  a  programme 
of  twenty-two  were  actually  completed,  the  remaining  eight  being  not 
quite  finished  by  the  end  of  the  year. 


- oOo - 
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POOD  HYGIENE 
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MEAT  SUPPLY. 

The  quality  of  meat  slaughtered  in  the  district  continues  to  improve 
and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  only  first  quality  beef  was  chosen  by 
the  butchers  -  not  one  cow  was  slaughtered  during  the  year. 

SLAUGHTERING-  facilities. 

Again  the  needs  of  the  district  were  met  by  the  continued  use  of  the 
three  private  slaughterhouses.  As  can  only  be  expected  in  small  rural 
slaughterhouses ,  conditions  are  not  ideal  and  improvements  have  been 
carried  out  during  the  year,  but  in  practice  the  standard  of  hygiene 
found  in  these  three  slaughterhouses  is  higher  than  that  practised  in  the 
larger  aba.ttoirs  I  have  visited. 

Also  during  the  year  the  Council  made  new  Byelaws  as  to  Sanitary 
Conditions  and  Management  of  private  slaughterhouses. 


MEAT  INSPECT ION 


: 

| 

[ 

| 

Bullocks  Heifers 

» 

: 

Total 
Cattle 
( excluding 
Cows) 

i 

C  ows 

! 

!  Calves 

| 

? 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

. . . 

i 

j 

Pigs  | 

i 

s 

i 

r 

i 

t 

i  Number  killed 

182  j  36 

218 

mm 

\ 

28 

664 

400  j 

t 

|  Number  Inspected 
» 

182  j  36 

218 

- 

|  28 

664 

400  ] 

!  ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 

: 

j 

I  TUBERCULOSIS  AND 

!  CYSTICERCI. 

;  Whole  carcases  condemned 

: 

! 

] 

- 

1 

: 

1 

: 

3  1 

Percentage 

| 

| 

j 

- 

_ 

- 

.75%! 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

I 

46  i  3 

49 

mm 

2 

2  i 

Percentage . 

25.28%  j  8.33% 

22.1+7% 

r  T 

.30% 

^  .50%! 

| 

TOTAL  PERCENTAGE 

. . . . . 

; 

25.28%  8*33% 

22.47% 

. _ . 

.30% 

1.25% 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

! 

j 

1 

, 

j 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1  “ 

- 

- 

- 

Percentage 

! 

mm  mm 

** 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some 
i  part  or  organ  was  condemned 

I 

12  2 

14 

mm 

15 

Percentage 

6.59%  |  5.56% 

6.42% 

— 

3.75% 

|  TOTAL  PERCENTAGE 

. . . . . . 

6.59%  |  5.56% 

6.42% 

. 

3.75% 

i 

I  CYSTICERCOSIS 

* 

|  Carcase  of  which  some  part 
\  or  organ  was  condemned 

1 

| 

5  1 

6 

i 

! 

Percentage 

2.75%  !  2.78% 

2.75% 

j 

— 

\  Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
j  ment  by  refrigeration 

I 

!  1 

5  i  i 

6 

! 

Percentage 

2.75%  |  2.78%! 

2.75% 

- 

— 

|  Generalised  and  totally 

•  i 

•  i 

i 

i  ! 

i 

I  condemned. 

—  j  — 

i 

~ _ 

- 

1  - 
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MEAT  INSPECTION. 


PRINCIPAL  GROUNDS  FOR  CONDEMNATION 


i 

i 

Bovine 

lbs 

1  Calves 
lbs 

Sheep 

lbs 

Pigs 

lbs 

1  Abscesses 

49 

| 

** * 

— 

j 

|  Actinomycosis 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

!  Angiomata 

39 

- 

- 

t 

I  Severe  Bruising 

J 

- 

- 

- 

14 

|  Febrile  condition 
with  Oedema 

I 

2  36 

|  Carsinomatic  Tumour 

— 

- 

i 

i 

1  Cirrhosis 

299 

- 

5 

- 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

168 

mm 

Ml 

_  j 

Erysipelis  (Swine) 

- 

- 

i 

l  Necrosis 

38 

- 

- 

29  | 

1  Parasitic 

" * 

- 

- 

!  Tuberculosis 

303 

- 

- 

260 

j  Contamination 

- 

- 

- 

i 

|  Distomatosis 

54 

i 

7 

X 

TOTAL 

950 

— 

12 

539 

Again  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  a  100%  meat  inspection  service  was 
maintained  in  1956,  the  difficulties  encountered  by  the  irregular  times  of 
slaughter  and  the  geographical  location  of  the  slaughterhouses  were  lightened 
by  the  willing  co-operation  of  the  butchers  themselves  and  I  should  like  to 
take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  them. 


DETAILS  OP  DISEASED  ORGANS  AND  CARCASES  CONDEMNED 


BEEP. 


PIGS 


SHEEP 


Bovine  Carcases  and  all  viscera 
Heads  and  Tongues  ............ 

Lungs  . . . 

Hearts  ....................... 

Skirts  . . . . 

Livers  . . 

Part  Livers  ..o.o.eoo. ...... .. 

Stomachs  . . 

Intestines  ................... 

Kidneys  ...................... 

Udders  ....................... 


Spleens  . . . . 
Forequarters 
Hindquart  ers 
Frozen  Beef 


00*000000000000600 


0  0  0  0  *0 


Pig  Carcases  and  organs 
Heads  and  Tongues  .... 

Livers  . . 

Lungs  ................ 

Leg  . . 

Forequarter  (part)  ... 

Liver  . . 


10 

11 

3 

19 

30 


3 

13 

4 
1 
1 
1 

2 


TRANSPORT  &  HANDLING 


There  were  no  contraventions  of  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924 
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MILK 


MILK  SUPPLIES 


Number  of  Milk  Producers  . 

Tuberculin  Tested  .  5 

Non  Designated  .  45 

Number  of  Milk  Producer/Retailers  . . . 

Designated  . . .  Nil 

Non  Designated  .  1 

Number  of  Milk  Retailers  . 

Designated  .  9 

Non  Designated  . .  Nil 


50 


1 


9 


Milk  production  continues  to  be  supervised  by  the  Officers  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Pood.  Routine  visits  were  made 
to  the  Dairies  of  the  retailers  situated  in  the  district  and  a  satisfactory 
bacteriological  sample  was  obtained  from  the  only  producer/retailer  in  the 
district  selling  non- designated  milk.  Details  of  licences  issued  and 
samples  taken  are  given  below: - 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  REGULATIONS,  1949  -  1954 
Dealers  Licences: 


Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  . .  5 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Jersey  Milk)  not  pasteurised. .  1 

Pasteurised  . . . . . .  5 

Sterilised  . . . .  1 

Supplementary  Licences : 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  . . 5 

Tuberculin  Tested  . Nil 

Pasteurised  . . .  5 

Sterilised  . . .  4 


SAMPLING 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  SAMPLING 


. MILK . 


i 

Raw  Milk  (tested  for  T.B) 
Tuberculin  Tested  (P) 
Pasteurised 

Sterilised 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Total 

1 

5 

■  \ 

— 

.  : 

1 

5 

5 

3 

TOTAL 

14 

14 

The  following  information  was  supplied  by  the  Officers  of  the  W.R.  C.C. , 
giving  details  of  their  work  carried  out  in  the  district  in  relation  to  the 
sampling  of  Milk. 


TABLE  OF  SAIKPLES  TAKEN 


: 

1  Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Total  ] 

Milk 

35 

1 

5 

40 

j 

The  five  milk  samples  shown  in  the  table  above  as  being  sub-standard 
were  procured  at  a  farm  dairy  and  were  subsequently  followed  up  by  five 
"Appeal  to  Cow"  samples.  As  the  latter  were  also  found  to  be  sub-standard 
the  matter  was  referred  to  the  Milk  Advisory  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture ,  Fisheries  and  Food  with  a  view  to  advice  being  given  to  effect 
an  improvement  in  the  quality  of  the  milk. 
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ICE  CREAM 

Again  visits  paid  to  the  one  manufacturer  in  the  district  showed  that 
his  premises  were  kept  in  an  excellent  condition,  samples  taken  confirmed 
this.  The  other  ten  retailers,  all  selling  well-known  makes  of  ice  cream 
were  also  visited  and  sampled,  and  of  all  the  samples  taken,  only  one  was 
slightly  below  first  grade,  altogether  a  very  satisfactory  position. 

TABLE 


i 

i-JcUil 

JJ  JLt/O 

• . . . . - . 1 

Visits 

;  i 

Grade  1  1  Grade  2 

!  Grade  3  i 

1  Grade  4 

I  Manufacturer 

2  1 

i 

:  1 

12 

i  Retailers 

14  |  1 

34 

TOTAL 

16  1 

46 . 

FOOD  PREMISES 


LIST  OF  FOOD  SHOPS  &  FOOD  PREMISES  IN  DISTRICT 


•  •  o  •  •  • 


Butchers  . 

Cafes  and  Road  Transport  Cafes 

Fish  &  Chip  Shops . . 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers. . . 

Ice  Cream  Retailers  ... 

Licensed  Premises . . 

Mixed  Businesses . . 

Restaurants . 

Licensed  Slaughterhouses 


•  •  •  •  •  o 


o  •  a  •  o  o 


...  7 
.  «  0  ^ 
...  8 
...  1 
...10 
...30 
...33 
...  4 
...  3 


654  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  and  vehicles  during  the  year. 
With  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  new  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  31 
premises  and  12  vans  were  inspected,  informal  notices  being  served  in  each 
case.  Two  new  Fish  and  Chip  shops  were  built  and  after  conforming  with 
the  Regulations,  were  registered.  At  one  licensed  house,  a  back  kitchen 
was  found  to  be  used  as  a  bakehouse,  this  work  was  prohibited. 


The  following  table  shows  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  year:- 


F00D  PREMISES 


Inspected 

No.  where  work  is  completed 
now  conp lying  with  Regulations 

No.  where  works  j  No.  not  yet  j 

1 

are  in  progress  !  commenced. 

31 

6 

. . . f . - . . . . . | 

11  14 

FOOD  VAN S 


Inspected  No.  where  wash-hand 

basins  have  been 
fitted 

No.  where  other 
temporary  arrangements 
ma.de 

12  9 

3 

20 


POOD  HYGIENE 


In  making  inspections  under  these  Regulations,  one  or  two  points 
require  clarification.  The  foremost  of  these  being  what  is  meant  by 
"for  immediate  consumption".  If  the  view  is  taken  that  all  food 
falling  into  this  category  must  be  consumed  in  or  about  the  premises, 
anomalies  are  bound  to  occur.  For  example,  where  there  is  a.  food  shop 
and  cafe  combined  near  to  a  retail  food  shop  selling  the  same  type  of 
foods,  in  the  former  ca.se,  such  foods  as  boiled  ham  must  be  kept  at  a 
temperature  below  50°F  >  whilst  in  the  latter  case  when  the  same  commodity 
is  taken  home  to  eat  there  is  no  such  compulsion.  Surely  common  sense 
says  the  term  "for  immediate  consumption"  was  intended  by  the  legislators 
to  apply  to  both. 

A  second  point  of  dispute  is  where  a  van  man  is  compelled  to  handle 
open  food  from  general  food  delivery  vans.  Can  such  vanmen  be  expected 
to  comply  with  Regulation  8,  which  states  that  such  persons  shall  "take 
all  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  protect  the  food  from  risk  of 
contamination"  ,  without  adequate  hand  washing  facilities  in  the  form  of 
a  hot  water  and  wash-basin  unit,  or  does  the  provision  of  a  damp  cloth, 
soap,  nail  brush  and  towel,  with  an  instruction  to  wash  out  the  cloth 
wherever  possible,  meet  this  requirement?  It  might  conceivably  comply 
with  the  letter  of  the  Regulations,  but  certainly  not  with  the  spirit  of 
them.  Fortunately,  a  large  proportion  of  van  owners  in  this  district 
have  been  persuaded  to  think  likewise  and  have  already  installed  hand 
washing  units  in  their  vans. 


- cOo - 
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SECTION  D 


RODENT  CONTROL. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 

Covering  the  year  ending  51st  March.  1957 

The  same  system  as  last  year  was  continued,  the  Council  employing 
a  trained,  part-time  Rodent  Control  Operative  in  an  effort  to  fulfill 
their  duties  and  responsibilities  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by 
Pests  Act,  1949.  I  was  sorry  when,  in  January,  this  Operative,  Mr. 
li.  Gr ace  retired  and  the  Council  lest  the  services  of  a  good  workman. 

The  table  set  out  below  gives  details  of  the  incidence  of  infestation 
and  to  the  control  measures  taken: - 


SYNOPSIS  OP  WORK 


TYPE  OP  PROPERTY 


N  on-Agri cult ural 


1 

I 

[ 

j  CD 

Loca?u 

Authority 

(2) 

Dwelling 
Houses 
(inc.  Council 
Houses .) 

(3)  I  (4) 

;  All  other; 

(inc.  Total  of 
|  Business  Cols.(l) 
^Premises)  (2)  &(3) 

1  (5) 

i 

i 

I Ag' tural 

1 

t 

j  Number  of  Properties 
j  in  Local  Authority' s 
:  district. 

19 

2,325 

103 

2,447 

| 

206 

j Number  of  properties 
|  inspected  as  a  result 

!  of: 

|  (a)  Notification 
j  (b)  Survey  under  the 
i  Act 

|  (c)  Otherwise(e.g.  when 
visited  primarily 
for  some  other 
purpose) 

| 

88 

i 

1 

. .9. . 

. 97 

[ 

1 

1 

; 

i 

1 

. 19 . 

. 42 . 

. 24 . 

85 

12 

17 

7 

24 

13 

i  Total  Inspections 
|  carried  out  (including 
i  re-inspections) 

246 

896 

186 

1,328 

26 

j  Number  of  properties 
|  inspected,  which  were 
j  found  to  be  infested  by: 

|  MCB  (Mnor 

3 

. 3 . 

6 

7 

111 

7 

125 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

3 

5 

- 

I 

; 

;  Number  of  infested 

I  properties  treated  by 
j  the  Local  Authority 

10 

113 

: 

1 — 1 

136 

— 

i  Total  treatments 
j  carried  out  (including 
j  re-treatnents) . 

| 

40 

i 

j 

192 

15 

247  j 

i  : 

t 

I  Number  of  Notices 
\  served  under  Sec. 4 

1  of  the  Act: 

!  ( a)  Treatment 

I  (b)  Structural  work 
i  (ie,  proofing) 

j 

i 

; 

j 

1 

1 

1 

! 

1 

j 

- 

1 

1 

- 

|  Number  of  "Block  control 
I  schemes  carried  out 


1  (Brother! on  river  bank,  surrounding  houses 

. . . . . &....s.ewers.) . - - - - - 
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RODENT  CONTROL,  Continued 

Unfortunately  the  unforeseen  demands  on  the  Operative* s  time  up  to 
the  end  of  195& ,  on  work  other  than  Rodent  Control,  meant  less  control 
measures  were  taken  than  necessary.  These  circumstances,  together  with 
Mr,  Grace's  retirement,  and  the  mild  winter,  created  a  real  problem  which 
became  manifest  with  the  approach  of  abnormally  early  spring  weather. 

However,  by  good  fortune,  Mr,  T.  Moore  was  quickly  appointed  a.s  new 
rodent  operative  and  ho  received  special  instructional  training  from  the 
Ministry's  Technical  Officer,  Miss  B.  B.  Jones,  who  shortly  afterwards 
also  gave  the  Council  valuable  practical  assistance  in  the  treatment  of 
Fairbum  Tip  and  I  should  like  to  thank  Miss  Jones  for  her  valuable  help 
and  advice. 

The  reservoir  infestation  on  this  tip,  comprising  over  800  baiting 
points  was  a  lenge  task  and  clearly  indicates  the  necessity  of  carrying 
out  regular  treatment  at  all  times. 

Major  infestations  including  business  premises  and  other  types  were 
successfully  dealt  with  towards  the  end  of  the  period  under  review  and 
confirmed  the  reports  of  other  officers  that,  within  memory,  they  had 
never  seen  so  many  active  rodents  so  ea.rly  in  the  year. 

Purely  domestic  premises  were  again  given  free  treatment,  full  cost 
being  recovered  from  all  business  premises  treated. 

Although  a  large  proportion  of  the  farmers  in  the  district  have 
regular  contracts  with  the  C.A.E.C. ,  there  are  quite  a  number  who  do 
not  take  adequate  measures  for  the  proper  control  of  rodents.  This 
places  an  unfair  burden  on  the  willing  farmer  who  continues  to  pay  for 
the  extermination  of  rodents  which  migrate  from  the  farm  of  his  unco¬ 
operative  neighbour.  It  is  hoped  that  such  a  state  of  affairs  will 
be  minimised  when  a  survey  is  carried  out  on  farm  premises  of  the 
defaulters  with  a  view  to  obtaining  positive  action. 

The  Council  continues  to  retain  their  membership  of  the  Local 
Advisory  Group  and  Councillor  C.  Gill  and  nyself  have  reguleuiy  attended 
the  meetings  where  helpful  information  is  given. 
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SUMMARY  OP  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 


Housing  Act:  Inspections  . 

Public  Health  Act:  Inspections  . . 

At  Houses  . . . 

At  Other  Premises  ............. 

Pood  &  Drugs  Act :  Inspections 

Pood  Preparation  Rooms  . 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ............ 

Dairies  . . . . 

Pood  Shops  . . . . 

Pood  Vehicles  . . . . 

Slaughterhouses  . . 

Unsound  Pood  in  Shops  ......... 

Cafes ,  Restaurants  ............ 

Licensed  Premises  ............. 

Water  Supplies  . . 

Samples  of  Water  taken  . . 

Council  Property  . . 

Sewers  and  drains  examined  or  tested 


17 

189 


62 

46 

19 

106 

3 

366 

6 

14 

32 


339 

206 

654 


29 

27 

61 

9 


Privy  Conversions  . . . . . .  20 

Ashpit  Conversions  to  Bins  . . . . .  12 

Faetories :  General  . . . . . . .  27 

As  to  Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Pire  ....  __8  35 

Building  Byelaws  . . . .  41 

Work  in  Progress  . . . .  26 

New  Houses  in  course  of  erection  . . . . .  28 


Moveable  Dwellings  .  22 

Housing  Applications  investigated  . . . . . .  144 

Refuse  Collection  -  visits  in  connection  with  . .  3&1 

Refuse  Tips  . . . . . . .  64 

Rodent  Control  . . . . . .  134 

Schools  . 2 

Infectious  Diseases  . . . . . . .  11 

Disinfection  of  Premises  .  1 

Dirty  or  Verminous  Premises  . 11 

Disinfestation  of  Premises  . . 2 

Petroleum  Regulations  . .  8 

Shops  Act,  1950,  Section  38  . . .  112 


Complied 

■with 
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SUMMARY  OP  NOTICES  SERVED 


STATUTORY 


Served 


Public  Health  Act ,  1936  5  5 

Housing  Act,  1936 

Notice  of  Consideration  . .  55 

Demolition  Orders  . . 44  4 

Closing  Orders  . . 6  8 

Orders  Revoked  . . . . . .  3 

Others  . . 3  3 

Pood  &  Drugs  Act,  1955  1  1 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act ,  1949  . .  1  1 

INFORMAL 

Public  Health  Act ,  1936  181  149 

Housing  Act ,  1936  7  3 

Pood  &  Drugs  Act,  1938  )  0L  ^ 

Pood  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955)  *  *  * '  ° . 

Factories  Act,  1937  . . 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act ,  . . . .  1  1 


WORKS  OP  IMPROVEMENT  CARRIED  OUT 


Conversions  to  Water  Carriage  system  by  Septic  Tank  .........  6 

Conversions  to  water  carriage  system  by  connections  to 

Council  *  s  Sewers  . . .  4 

Conversions  to  pail  closets  . . .  66 

New  Drains  laid  . . . . . . .  33 

Water  Closets  Provided  . . . . . . .  10 

Baths  provided  . . .  7 

Washbasins  and  sinks  provided  . . . . . .  26 

New  Ranges  and  grates  provided  . . . 20 

Hot  Water  laid  on  . 20 

(Replacement  . 79 

New  Ashbins  provided  ( 

(Conversions  . . 82 

. . .  16 

. . 9 


Ashpits  abolished  ...... 

Pood  Premises  renovated 
Electricity  installations 
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